
SELA Board Meeting Minutes  
October 31, 2018 
SCLA/SELA Conference  
 

1. Call to Order 5:02 p.m. – Linda Harris 
 

2. Welcome and Introductions – Linda Harris 
Linda Harris, Tim Dodge, Gordon Baker, Melissa Dennis, Camille McCutcheon, Beverly 
James, Ashley Dees, Faith Line, Lorrie Russell, Sue Knoche, Michael Wilson, Laura Slavin, 
Crystal Gates 
 

3. Minutes – September Board Meeting minutes reviewed, motion to approve 
Faith/Michael W. Approved.  
 

4. President’s Report – Linda thanked everyone for all of their work getting the conference 
ready and for their SELA support this year. Discussion of conference led into President-
Elect Report.  
 

5. President-Elect Report – Tim noted that about 400 people were currently registered for 
conference, of which 42 are SELA members and 20 members had registered for the SELA 
Breakfast. Tim asked if Vicki wanted to present awards on Friday, she respectfully 
declined so Tim will do the honors. There are no tickets for the SELA breakfast, members 
can just come and Gordon will check a list at the door. Members who want to go to the 
SCLA reception tomorrow night can meet in the lobby and car pool as it is off site and 
there is no shuttle. Faith and Bev offered to drive SELA members to this event.  
 

6. Admin Services Report – Gordon is updating the member list and especially the 
honorary members, verifying if they are still alive. Memberships have been processed 
and round tables updated. He has helped Camille with the conference check list and 
created SELA certificates. Member list is up 20 since July. Sue has a list of members by 
state at the membership table.  
 

7. Treasurer’s Report 
Accounts Payable $346.03 expenses for brochures and business cards. Members 
encouraged to take multiple copies back to their states and pass out to recruit 
members. Sticky pads will be put out at the membership table, since the reception will 
be off-site and some members won’t be able to attend. Beverly updated the group on 
the financial review that is almost complete, and she will present that to the Exec. 
Committee at their meeting in January.  

 
8. State Rep Reports 

 
TN – Sue – TLA has implemented all of their Board changes, so the SELA representative 
has no voting rights and is no longer on the board. Sue’s term ends on June 30, 2019. It 



is unclear if someone will be selected to represent ALA and the State of TN and SELA. 
TLA is not doing well financially and membership is down.  
 
ARK – Crystal – ARLA finished their strategic plan, but have not updated a SELA state rep 
to be on the board. The new state rep will need to be elected by SELA because ARLA 
doesn’t elect this position. Tim and Gordon will help run this election. ARLA/SELA 
conference will be Sept. 27 – 29 in Hot Springs, AR. Theme: Looking Back, Moving 
Forward. Another part of their association’s restructure will have the President-Elect 
serve as conference planning chair (conveniently for SELA, is also Crystal Gates).  
 
MS – Ashley – Still talking to the MLA board about a possible SELA joint conference in 
the future.  
 
NC – Lorrie – Lorrie is Vice President for NCLA and planning their 2019 conference who 
is here today representing Wanda Brown. NC officially invited SELA to have a joint 
conference for 2021 and SELA accepted. They also want to invite SELA members to 
partner for the leadership institute for 2019.  
 
SC – Faith – Thanks to everyone for coming to conference this year! 
 
GA – Gordon – GA conference held in Columbus in October with 445 attendees. Rita 
Spisak is cycling off; Ben Carter is the new GA state rep.  
 

9. Committee Reports 
 
Intellectual Freedom – Tim – Michael Mounce was the speaker for this event at conference and 
even though his event was moved at the last minute, it was well attended. The electronic 
newsletter has its 3rd issue in production and hope it will be available by Thanksgiving. Dusty 
Folds will be the new chair for this committee.  
 
Membership – Sue – Thanks to everyone for the donations (15 items!) and for table volunteers. 
Tim, as President-Elect, will appoint a new membership chair for 2019 and Sue will be retiring 
November 1, 2019.  
 
Continuing Education – Laura – Presenting awards on Friday and at the Breakfast on Thursday. 
While Camille was updating the Frankenthaler website, she found his obituary: Mr. Stanley 
Edward “Bud” Frankenthaler, Jr. passed away in June. Linda will send a sympathy card on SELA’s 
behalf. Tim will inquire next year on whether his gift will continue. Laura will get the family’s 
address from the attorney and also send a link to his SELA award page to the family.  
 
Gordon gave a shout out to Peggie Kain for agreeing to serve as our Southern Books chair. 
Camille, Gordon, and Peggy have been working together on this and Peggy will be the chair 
again next year. Linda picked up the award winning books for the membership table and flyers.  
 



10. Section Reports 
 

School and Children’s Librarian Section – Camille promoted their Friday event.  
 

11. Round Table Reports 
 
NMRT – Ashley promoted their Thursday event of SELA panel members.  
 
Old Business 
 
None 
 
New Business 
 

1. SCLA/SELA Joint Conference 
2. Arkansas Lib. Association SELA Conference 
3. Handbook Revisions – the revisions to vote on are in the September minutes. Motion to 

accept the suggested changes for the Handbook. Tim/Bev. No discussion. Approved.  
 
October 19 (preconference) 20 – 22, 2021. Embassy Suites and Marriott in Winston Salem, 
North Carolina. Benton Convention Center. Motion to accept North Carolina’s invitation for a 
joint conference Crystal/Sue. Approved. (Our last SELA/NCLA conference was in 2004 in 
Charlotte) 
 
Announcements 
 
Camille formally announced the officer election results for 2019-2020:  
President, Tim Dodge 
President-Elect, Melissa Dennis 
Secretary, Crystal Gates 
Treasurer, Beverly James 
 
For the Good of the Order 
 
Adjournment 6:06 p.m.  


